Executive control development typically has been conceptualized to result from quantitative changes in the efficiency of the underlying processes. In contrast, the present study addressed the possibility of qualitative change with age by examining how children and adults detect task switches. Participants in three age groups (5-and 10-year-old children, young adults) completed two conditions of a cued task-switching paradigm where task cues were presented either in isolation or in conjunction with transition cues. Five-yearolds performed better with transition cues, whereas the reverse effect was observed at age 10 and with adults. Unlike 5-year-olds who detect switches after semantically processing cues, older participants strategically detect switches based on perceptual processing only. Age-related qualitative changes promote increasingly optimal adjustment of executive resources with age.
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Introduction
Over the last few decades, executive control, also referred to as cognitive control or executive function, has emerged as a major topic in cognitive science. Such interest arises largely from the necessity to control one's own thoughts and actions to carry out many everyday-life activities such as reading, driving, or even crossing the street. In this context, the development of executive control during childhood has attracted substantial scientific attention because the developmental dynamics of executive processes have the potential to shed new light on later regulatory processes as well as academic achievement, social competence and problem behaviors during childhood (Blair & Razza, 2007; Bull, Espy, Wiebe, Sheffield, & Nelson, 2011; Espy, Sheffield, Wiebe, Clark, & Moehr, 2011; Fuhs & Day, 2010) . Implicit in most investigations heretofore is the assumption that executive control development reflects quantitative changes with advancing age; that is, at any age individuals exert control using the same processes and strategies that only improve in efficiency with age. In contrast, the present study investigates whether there are potential qualitative differences in executive control in childhood and early adulthood.
There are reasons to suspect that qualitative changes may play a role in executive control development. At the brain level, executive processes are supported by an extensive neural network that includes the prefrontal cortex (PFC) and basal ganglia (e.g., Aron, Robbins, & Poldrack, 2004; O'Reilly, 2006) , and development is largely driven by PFC maturation (Moriguchi & Hiraki, 2011; Munakata, Chatham, & Snyder, 2013) . Given that PFC is the latest brain region to reach maturity, peaking in cortical thickness around 10. 
